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we shall shortly make. It was, as we shall see, the practice
of the Khoja to confer on his favourite pupils a makhlas
or nom de plume, which in the case of a chosen few was
presented in a poem of his own composition. One of the
most carefully written of these Makhlas-N^mes, as the Khoja
called such productions, is that in which he confers upon
our poet the pen-name of Escad, which is somewhat equivalent
to Fortunatus. For a little while the young writer used
this name which is found in several of his earlier ghazels;
but as it was very common and had been adopted by
various poetasters without a spark of talent, he very soon
discarded it in favour of the more distinctive style of Ghdlib
or Victor.

Gh^lib at first essayed to follow his father's calling and
entered the civil service, but this he soon abandoned to
devote himself heart and soul to the dervish-life. He went
to Qonya, the head quarters of the Mcvlevf order, with the
intention of accomplishing his novitiate there. But he had
presumed too far on his detachment from earthly ties, for
ere long he became homesick, and unable, we are told, to
bear the separation from his father and mother, he secretly
implored the Chelcbi Efendi l to allow him to return.

The answer of the Chclebi Efendi shows him to have
been both wise and kind-hearted. 'Since', he replied, 'you
truly purpose to abandon worldly pursuits and to approach
nigh to God, there is no virtue in your electing thus to wear
the weeds of poverty and endure the rigours of your novitiate
in a strange land. What manhood and virtue demand is
this, that you should return to Constantinople, your native
city, and that there in the New-Gate convent in your own
district, amongst the friends and comrades to whose society

1 Chclebi Efendi is the title given to the General of the Mevlevis who
resides at the headquarter* of the order in Qonya.

12